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Canine Influenza Virus

You may recently have read or
heard about Canine Influenza
Virus. This virus in dogs is
closely related to an influenza
virus in horses. During the sum-
mer of 2004 outbreaks of respi-
ratory disease were reported
from 14 greyhound racetracks in
6 states; Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Kansas, Texas, and West
Virginia.

This virus is spread from dog to
QU ¥ SEhthg, or by a dog’s
direct contact with contaminated
surfaces. There are 2 general
strains— a mild form and a severe
form. The milder type is charac-
terized by a cough that persists
for 10 to 21 days. Infected dogs
can have nasal discharge and a
low-grade fever. The severe
type is characterized by pneumo-
nia, high fever and an increased
respiratory rate.
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The new canine influenza vaccine
doesn’t completely prevent in-
fection, but it can dramatically
reduce the severity of the dis-
ease. The vaccine also signifi-

cantly reduces the amount of

virus that dogs shed, minimizing
spread to other dogs.

Our clinic has Canine Influ-
enza vaccine available.

For more information go to:
www.cdc.gov/flu/canine/

National Pet Dental Month is in Feb-

ruary. Celebrate by checking up on
your pet's dental health and coming
to the clinic for your Free Dental
Exam. The American Veterinary
Medical Association (AVMA) esti-
mates more than 80 percent of dogs
and 70 percent of cats have oral
disease by the time they are three
years old. We offer simple ways to

check your pet's teeth and keep them

healthy.

Continued on page 2

Heartworm Prevention

Dogs are considered the defini-
tive host for heartworms. When
a mosquito carrying infective
heartworm larvae bites a dog
and transmits the infection, the
larvae grow, develop and migrate
in the body over a period of
several months to become ma-
ture male and female worms.

These reside in the heart, lungs
and associated blood vessels. As
mature adults, the worms mate
and the females release their
offspring microfilaria into the
blood stream.

Offspring can be detected in the
blood about six to seven months
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BREAKTHROUGH TECH-
NOLOGY IN THE PREVEN-
TION OF CANINE

PERIODONTIS

Periodontitisis a disease caused
by anaerobic bacterial infection
and is one of the most prevalent
conditions affecting dogs. It is
the infective stage of periodontal
disease.

Porphyromonas is the first and
only vaccine to aid in the preven-
tion of canine periodontitis which
affects 85% of dogs over 3 years
of age.

Porphyromonas Vaccine is rec-
ommended in addition to profes-
sional dental cleaning, and at-
home dental care.

after the infective larvae from
the mosquito enter the dog. The
male heartworms (four to six
inches in length) and the females
(10-12 inches) become fully
grown about one year after in-
fection, and their life span in
dogs appears to average up to
five to seven years. While treat-

Continues on page 2
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You can help keep

your petos

strong and healthy

at home with
these tips for

home dental care

A new vaccine, called
Nobivac, combines
with parts of the origi-
nal vaccine to offer al-
most 100 percent pro-
tection.  Uniquely de-
signed to match the
shifting physiology of
Lyme Disease.
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" HEARTWORM PREVENTIO N

( continued from front page)

ment of canine heartworm

disease is usually successful,

prevention of the disease is

much safer and more eco-
nomical. The American Heart-
worm Society is now recom-

mending year-round preven-

tion, even in seasonal areas.

One reason is to make sure

the medicine has been given

properly. In addition, most

monthly heartworm preven-

tives have activity against intes-

tinal parasites. Many of these

same intestinal parasites that
infect dogs can also infect
people, with estimated infec-
tions occurring in three to six
million people every year. So
this added benefit of monthly
deworming makes great sense.

Before starting a preventive
program, all dogs heartworms
should be tested.
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OUR WELLNESS

EXAMINATION INCLUDES

Rectal & stool exam

Orthopedic, joints, &

spine exam
Coat & skin condition
Palpate abdomen

Check chest for heart

rate & rhythm, & lung
sounds

Eyes & Ears
Teeth and gums

Nail Trim

February is Dental Monthn Free Denlal Exam

Start brushing their teeth
as soon as possible— 8-12
weeks is the best.

Work with your pet’s
mouth. Be patient and
make it fun.

Handle the muzzle and
touch your pet’s lips and
work up to rubbing the
teeth and gums with your
finger. Put a few drops of
water flavored with low
sodium chicken or beef
bouillon for dogs and tuna

juice for cats in their
mouth and they will look
forward to these ses-
sions.

4. Use a bouillon-tuna fla-
vored washcloth around
the end of your finger to
rub teeth gently.

5.  Use afinger brush or a
soft veterinary or human
brush to brush the teeth
using the bouillon water
or tuna juice.

6. Consider other dental

New Vaccine for Lyme

Lyme disease is a bacterial

infection acquired through the

bite of an infected deer tick.

The disease is treated with an

antibiotic and is most easily

treated when diagnosed at
early stages. An infection not

treated can result in serious

complications, including devas-

tating rheumatologic, neuro-

logical and cardiac conditions.

You can protect your pet from
this disease by testing and vac-
cinating. This along with a tick
control product will avoid
health problems and keep your
pet happy.

Our clinic is using the new
Nobivac vaccine which has
been proven to be more effica-
cious.

STILLWATER VETERINARY CLINIC

aids. We have a wide
selection of veterinary
dental products available.
Our team can help you
select the right ones for
you and your pet.

Pick kibble and rubber
chew toys that will help
keep the teeth clean.

Pick up your free

tooth brush and toothpaste

on your next visit
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Other Tick-borne Diseases

Ehrlichiosis is a tick-born disease
of dogs characterized by fever,
lethargy, lameness and/or bleeding
tendencies. The brown dog tick
carries the bacteria, bites the dog
and spreads the infection. Ehrlichio-
sis is the second most common
canine infectious disease in the U.S.
(after parvovirus) The only pre-
vention for this diseases is topical.
Canine Anaplasmosis

Sometimes referred to as dog fe-
ver, or dog tick fever, is caused by

the bacteria Anaplasma phagocyto-

philum. It is transmitted by the
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ﬁ/ deer tick—the same
. ~ tick that transmits
'fﬁv% Lyme disease. An-

w ¥%= " Sther form of Canine
Anaplasmosis is caused
by the Anaplasma platpscterium
carried by the brown dog tick.
Although these two forms of
Anaplasmosis present with different
signs, both may pose a serious
threat to your dog's health.

The only prevention for this dis-
ease is topical tick repellents.
Quality products like Advantix and
Frontline are carried by our clinic
and are affective ways to deal with

Fleas and Flea Control

Fleas are more than a nuisance.
They can actually cause and trans-
mit diseases; diseases like anemia,
dermatitis, skin infections and tape-
worms in both dogs and cats.
Fleas multiply rapidly. Just one
female can lay more than 25 eggs a
day, which can add up to hundreds
and an infestation in no time. The
best way to protect your cat and
dog from fleas and diseases they
carry is a monthly application of
flea protection.

Canine Reproduction

The success of the Stillwater Veteri-
nary Clinic's Reproduction Center is
the result of dedicated profession-
als, technology, and commit-

ment. As a part of the Synbiotics
Network we can provide the best
chance of conception available to-
day. This system includes canine-
specific freezing processes, storage
and shipping methods designed to
protect your dog's valuable semen.

If you see fleas on your pet, you
may have fleas in your home. To
successfully control fleas in your
home all dogs and cats must be
treated with their own dose of
topical flea products. This will kill
existing fleas and break the cycle of
flea reproduction. It can take up to
3 months to bring a home flea in-
festation under control.

Treated pets can still pick up fleas.
As long as you continue using a
topical product any new fleas will

these diseases.

THE BI G CHI LL
ALWAYS KILL PARASITES
You may have thought that the
thermometer was your friend
when it comes to ticks and fleas.
e  Ticks can survive when the
temperature is less than 32°
F, but are only active when
it is above freezing
e  Fleas can survive winters on
wildlife and indoors.

K9
ADVARTIX
X

Fiva foe . v larva
LIFE CYOLE OF 205 FLEA

be killed before they can repro-
duce.

If you walk your pet outside, it
may pick up fleas in areas where
untreated animals have access.
That’s why it’s so important to
consistently apply the product.

If your pet has access to areas un-
der your house, remember that
untreated animals such as raccoons
and rodents have access.

Most flea products are waterproof.
Just remember to apply when your
pet is dry.
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10 % off
all flea

and tick
products
with this

coupon
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Canine Dog Breeders

Our Canine Freezing Center allows
dog breeders to preserve valuable
genetic lines and to conduct long
distance breeding without shipping
the dogs themselves.

Timing is everything. Our labora-
tory instrument provides when you
need them- NOW! Dr Rice has
invested in a human quality incuba-
tor to maximize puppy survival
rate.

S PURINAK

Your Pet, Qur Passion

Save $10.00 on any Purina
Veterinary Diet 8lb or
larger or 24 cans

Good thru 3/31/10
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